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use religion in at least three different senses: first, as
the object of belief; secondly, as the power of belief;
thirdly, as the manifestation of belief, whether in acts
of worship or in acts of real piety.

The same uncertainty prevails in other languages.
It would be difficult to translate our word religion
into Greek or Sanskrit; nay, even in Latin, reliyio
does by no means cover all that religion comprehends
in English. We need not be surprised, therefore, at the
frequent misunderstandings, and consequent wrang-
lings, between those who write on religion, without
at least having made so much clear to themselves and
others, whether by religion they mean religious dogma,
religious faith, or religious acts.

I have dwelt on this point in order to show you
that it is not from mere pedantry if, at the very out-
set of these lectures, I insist on the necessity of giving
a definition of religion, before we attempt another step
in our journey that is to lead us as near as possible to
the hidden sources of our faith.

Definitions of Religion.

It was, I think, a very good old custom never to
enter upon the discussion of any scientific problem,
without giving beforehand definitions of the principal
terms that had to be employed. A book on logic or
grammar generally opened with the question, What is
logic? What is grammar? No one would write on
minerals without first explaining what he meai^t by
a mineral, or on art without defining, as well as he
might, his idea of art. No doubt it was often as
troublesome for the author to give such preliminary